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Dear CMC members and friends,

Last week marked the one-year anniversary of Hurricane Helene. As we reflect
on the year that has passed, I want to pause and thank you.

Our trails and communities took a hard hit, and many wondered how long
recovery would take. The answer came from you — our members. Trail
maintainers, sawyers, crew leaders, hike leaders, and countless volunteers
stepped forward. You cleared downed trees, rebuilt steps and tread, replaced
signs, reopened beloved corridors, and kept hikes on the calendar so people
could return to the mountains they love.

Because of your dedication, hikers across the region are once again experiencing
the joy and renewal that come from being on the trail.

﻿I also want to recognize our partners — the Blue Ridge Parkway, U.S. Forest
Service, Appalachian Trail Conservancy, and many local groups — who stood
shoulder to shoulder with us throughout the year. Together, we showed what
resilience looks like.

If you’d like to continue building on this momentum:
Sign up for a workday or consider adopting a section of trail.
Step forward as a hike leader and help others connect with the outdoors.
Make a contribution to ensure our crews have the tools and materials they
need.

More details are at carolinamtnclub.org.

On behalf of the Carolina Mountain Club, thank you for a year of grit, generosity,
and community. It is a privilege to serve alongside you.

http://carolinamtnclub.org/


With appreciation,
Les Love
President, Carolina Mountain Club

 

CMC Celebrates National Public Lands
by Working on Max Patch

﻿By Paul Curtin & Donna Bange
Photograph by David Huff

Max Patch is considered one of the top 10 most beautiful spots along the
southern Appalachian Trail. Over the past years CMC working alongside the ATC
(Appalachian Trail Conservancy) and Forest Service have made a huge
improvement in restoring the Max Patch bald from over human use by preserving
the land and enabling the phenomenal 360 degree views.

Read More

 

 

https://files.constantcontact.com/3fa4cac7201/0068fb39-2315-4ab4-8a4a-528a1f17505d.pdf


Join Us for the Carolina Mountain Club
﻿2025 Annual Meeting and Dinner! ﻿

We’re excited to gather with CMC members and guests for an evening of
celebration, reflection, and connection. This year’s meeting will be especially
meaningful as we look back on the remarkable work accomplished in response to
Hurricane Helene.

Register Now

Saturday, November 1st, 2025
Hilton Inn Biltmore Park, Asheville

5:30 pm – 9:00 pm

 

 

Sneak Peek Screening for CMC

Thursday, October 16th
7:00 PM (Doors open at 6:30 PM)﻿

https://carolinamtnclub.org/social/?CFID=7758605&CFTOKEN=32e13cca143ca45b-85F762C7-CA93-A928-3306E0EC0276023A


﻿Fine Arts Theatre, Asheville, NC

Watch Trailer

Please join us on Thursday, October 16th, at the Fine Arts Theatre for
an exclusive sneak peek screening for Carolina Mountain Club members and
friends of A Life Reimagined: The George Masa Story, a new documentary from
Emmy Award-winning director Paul Bonesteel. This inspiring film explores the life
and legacy of early CMC pioneer George Masa (1885-1933), a Japanese-born
photographer whose passion for the Southern Appalachian landscape helped
encourage the creation of Great Smoky Mountains National Park and the
Appalachian Trail. Don’t miss this special opportunity to experience the film
before its official release and celebrate a story that continues to inspire
conservation efforts today.

This is a FREE event but TICKETS are REQUIRED

Steps to Reserve Tickets

1. Click the Reserve Tickets button.
2. On the Fine Arts Theatre home page, scroll down until you see the A Life

Reimagined image.
3. Click on the “You can RSVP here” link.
4. At the top of the page, slide the date selector to October 16th and click on

that date.
5. Click on the 7:00 PM button.
6. Add the number of tickets and select Purchase Tickets (tickets are free).

Reserve Now

 

 

https://vimeo.com/1103135909?fl=pl&fe=sh
http://fineartstheatre.com/


﻿﻿CMC MST Partnership
﻿Article and Photograph by Marcia Bromberg

On a sunny, warm Friday afternoon members of the CMC and Friends of the

Mountains-to-Sea Trail (FMST) took a stroll along a stretch of the trail recently restored
post-Helene. Leaders of that effort, Mel Skiles and Tim Kurtz, explained that it wasn’t

until July that the Blue Ridge Parkway allowed CMC maintainers on the trail. This
segment of in-town trail is one of the most heavily used sections of trail in Western NC

and usually one of the best-maintained. We saw what the trail looked like before
restoration took place in sections where the damage was so bad that the trail had to be

relocated. And we learned that, even though the trail is “hikeable”, these two dedicated
maintainers plan to continue to bring it to the high standards they maintained pre-

Helene.

Read Full Article

 

 

Proposed Council Restructure and
Bylaw Changes

https://files.constantcontact.com/3fa4cac7201/f7c4247d-ba5c-44be-9023-d33ebf434461.pdf


The Vision of Carolina Mountain Club is to be a leading force for hiking, trail
stewardship, and conservation in the Southern Appalachians, inspiring people to
connect with the outdoors, care for our trails, and protect the natural beauty of our
region for generations to come.
﻿
As the Council and other CMC Leadership worked through our strategic planning
process, we found to achieve our mission, we need to restructure the CMC
Council to successfully align our work with this vision. The proposed restructure
of the Council required a change to the CMC Bylaws. We have outlined the
proposed changes to the Bylaws below and look forward to sharing more details
about the restructure of the Council, during our presentation about the CMC
Strategic Direction during the annual meeting.

Read More

 

Upcoming Training
CMC members are welcome to sign up for informative classes offered by Haywood

Parks and Rec and taught by our own CMC member Steve Kuni. All classes are
suitable for adults, and most include all necessary gear.

﻿

Sunday, October 5th - Staying Alive: Hiker Survival - 10:00 AM-
4:00 PM @ Standing Rock Overlook

Thursday, October 9th - "Knot" Your Average Class: Hiker's
Knots - 10:00 AM-12:00 PM @ Allens Creek Park

Thursday, October 16th - Staying Found: Land Navigation - 10:00
AM-4:00 PM @ Allens Creek Park

To learn more and enroll, click below.

Enroll

 

 

https://files.constantcontact.com/3fa4cac7201/bf486f07-42e2-4dd7-bf33-4c7a81b01fdd.pdf
https://www.haywoodcountync.gov/209/Recreation-Parks?mc_cid=aa514ac246


CMC Opens Up Craggy Pinnacle Trail 
﻿Article by Donna Bange

Photography by David Huff

Leaf season is always a Fall highlight and special time along the Blue Ridge
Parkway. This year, there is also the remembrance of Hurricane Helene and the
severe impact on Western North Carolina. The community has come together to
repair and rebuild after the Helene devastation. On Friday September 5th a team
of 21 Carolina Mountain Club trail maintainers along with Neal Wilcox (Blue Ridge
Parkway Trails Program Coordinator) spent the day reopening the iconic Craggy
Pinnacle trail.  

Full Story

 

 

Save the Date!
Click on date to register

October 18-19 - Remote Overnight - Work Crew

https://files.constantcontact.com/3fa4cac7201/30952661-92bb-4c98-9ee8-df6424b83b07.pdf
https://carolinamtnclub.org/eventform.cfm?eventid=33


November 1 - Annual Dinner and Meeting (RSVP today
through the Members Section of the CMC website)
February 27, 2026 - Hike Leaders’ Appreciation and
Education Dinner (Registration details to come)

 

Volunteer Opportunities
The Club is currently seeking both section maintainers and members for our
weekly trail crews.

Section Maintainers "adopt" a portion of trail and are responsible for tasks such
as quarterly walk-throughs, routine maintenance (including tread work, trimming,
and clearing water diversions), and reporting any downed trees or other trail
obstructions.

Weekly crew members join scheduled group outings to help with a variety of trail
maintenance projects. It’s a great way to learn trail skills, meet other volunteers,
and make a meaningful impact.

Like to join a weekly crew or become a section maintainer? Like more
information? Click the Volunteer link below.

Donate Volunteer Hike

Carolina Mountain Club is the oldest and largest hiking and trail maintenance organization in the
Southeastern United States. As a member-run volunteer organization, we embody the spirit of
community and shared passion for the outdoors, welcoming everyone who wishes to participate in
its activities. 

Leading over 200 hikes per year, the club maintains more than 440 miles of trails in Western North
Carolina, including 94 miles of the Appalachian Trail and 150 miles of the Mountains-to-Sea Trail.

Questions or feedback on the CMC eNewsletter and content can be directed to Alessia Farley at
carolinamountainclub2015@gmail.com

https://carolinamtnclub.org/social/?CFID=7758605&CFTOKEN=32e13cca143ca45b-85F762C7-CA93-A928-3306E0EC0276023A
https://www.cmc100th.org/donate
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd-rPMmydl4awqGEJnxxFdhrCGMUsFvOMxgMAO_Y-20xlAbjA/viewform
https://www.carolinamountainclub.org/index.cfm/do/pages.view/id/7/page/Hike-Schedule
mailto:carolinamountainclub2015@gmail.com
https://carolinamtnclub.org/
https://carolinamtnclub.org/
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