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Warehouse and Office Renovation Update
Tom Weaver, Project Foreman

Many volunteers have contributed their time, talents, and energy towards helping renovate
our new office and warehouse space in South Asheville. We took possession on June 1st,
and the landlord gave us permission to access the space early during the month of May. So
far, we have built three workbenches, assembled a large storage rack system donated to us,
removed an intermediate wall in the mezzanine space to open it up for meetings, and had a
painting party to bring our Carolina Mountain Club brand identity to the space. There is more
to come in the near future, including some plumbing changes, electrical work, new ceiling
tiles, cabinet installations, carpet squares, and more painting. A few of our members are
budding artists and will be painting a mountain-scape mural on the walls of the office space.

Anyone interested in contributing to this project, please contact Tom Weaver.



mailto:Tomjweaver@gmail.com.

Happy 103rd Birthday Lew!

Long time CMC member, trail maintainer, and co-hike leader with his wife Jane, Lew Blodgett
celebrated his 103rd birthday on May 27. Our own Alison Curtin created a beautiful poster
showing a 10 layer cake representing each decade of his life, with three candles at the

top. Everyone at the CMC Spring Social on May 23rd had a chance to sign the card, and also
the painting party participants at our new office were able to get their well-wishes and names
on the card before it was hand delivered to Lew on May 26, so he could show it off to
everyone at River Bend, where he lives. Lew is an inspiration to us all!

The wording on his t-shirt is "I don't know how to act my age I've never been 103 before."
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A New Kind of Trail work:

No Chainsaw or Hazel Hoe Required
Priscilla Estes

Through my lifetime as a WNC hiker, it bothered me to see kudzu and other invasives
intruding where they would cause a problem," says Barbara Morgan, past CMC president
(2016-2017), vice president, and membership chair. Little did she know that two years later, in
2019, she would shoulder coordinating a joint CMC and Appalachian Trail Conservancy
(ATC) team to eliminate invasive plant species.



Read Story

13 Miles, 2,700 Feet, and One Great Day in the Smokies

Henry Kassell

Six hikers joined me for an ascent of Mt. LeConte via the Boulevard Trail, returning by way of
Alum Cave Trail—an epic day in the Smokies.

What makes this hike especially rewarding is that, despite its length (13 miles and roughly
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2,700 feet of elevation gain), many of the visual highlights come on the descent via Alum
Cave Trail. There is, of course, the impressive Alum Cave Bluffs overhang, but also Arch
Rock, the beautiful stonework constructed by the Trails Forever crew, and the steel cables
that now line several sections for safety. They reminded me of the via ferratas found in

Switzerland and the Dolomites.
Read Story

CMC Search and Rescue Crew
Outdoor Skills and Safety Classes

".

The CMC Search and Rescue Crew will be offering to all CMC members a series of free
hiking and general outdoor skills and safety classes. We hope to offer at least one class per
month, and high-demand classes will come back around so that everyone will have multiple
chances to attend.

For efficacy of instruction, please read the class descriptions carefully. Also, some classes
will have a cap on attendance, so pre-registration will be required. For those classes, please

send a short note to our email address, SAR@carolinamountainclub.org, with number and
name(s) of registrants, as well as a contact phone number.

Class Details

National Trust for Historic Preservation
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FIRST LOOK

Treasure on the Trail

OM A MARCH DAY IN 2025, Carolina Mountain
Club's Tom Weaver and some 35 volunteers ascended
Tennessee’s bald-top Walnut Mountain and surround-
ed a three-walled log hut like ants, Within about five
hours they had dismantled the 1938 Appalachian
Trail shelter, which had been slated for removal by
its owner, the Appalachian Trail Conservancy (ATC).
Agide from the bottommost wood, rotted out from di-
rect soil contact, the American chestnut logs were in
surprisingly good shape—a portent for the structure’s
next incarnation 14 miles down the road.

Inspired by a similar Virginia project, the moun-
tain club {also known as CMC) sourced grants from
the ATC’s Tennessee and MNorth Carolina specialty-
license-plate programs to reconstruct the Adiron-
dack lean-to in downtown Hot Springs, North
Carolina, through which the famous 2,000-plus-mile
route passes, “There are Appalachian Trail blazes

right in the sidewalk,” says Weaver.

Crossing state lines meant hoops to jump through,
but also many hands on deck: the town of Hot
Springs and CMC, of course, as well as the ATC; the
Appalachian Ranger District of North Carolina’s
Pisgah National Forest; Cherokee National Forest in
Tennessee; and both respective state historic pres-
ervation offices, After input from historians and ar-
chaeologists, the shelter’s bones were sprayed with
a preservative and meticulously reassembled atop a
canerete pad and new foundation in the summer of
2025, CMC will maintain it in perpetuity. Now even
non-hikers can witness a rare work of historical trail
craftsmanship, originally built by the New Deal-era
Civilian Conservation Corps, and engage with a fully
aceessible interpretive exhibit.

“It really is enhancing the prestige of Hot Springs as
a trail town,” Weaver says. =uisim Tan it
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Shining Rock Remote Overnight Crew
June 27-28, 2026

Join the Carolina Mountain Club and Southern Appalachian Wilderness Stewards in this
special event to maintain and protect popular trails including Art Loeb, Ivestor Gap, Greasy
Cove, Shining Creek, Old Butt, Little East Fork, and Fork Mountain.

No prior experience is nhecessary. CMC and other trail crew members will lead small
groups for specific projects providing training and tools. If you have always wanted to do trail
work to give back, this is your opportunity. A great learning experience awaits! Learn new
skills and make new friends. We are supported in this event by The Pisgah Conservancy and

the Pisgah National Forest.
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Member News

Dr. Jeff Wilcox Receives Distinguished Teacher Award

Longtime CMC member, former Council member, and hike leader Dr. Jeff Wilcox was
recently recognized with UNC Asheville's Distinguished Teacher of the Year Award.
Congratulations to Jeff on this well-deserved honor!

George Masa Documentary Airing_ on PBS

CMC member and filmmaker Paul Bonesteel's documentary, A Life Reimagined: The George
Masa Story, is now airing on PBS stations. The film tells the story of George Masa, whose
photography and advocacy helped support the creation of what became Great Smoky
Mountains National Park and the route of the Appalachian Trail.

TEDx Talk Explores the Spirit of Trail Magic

CMC member David Huff recently shared a TEDx talk titled We Are Trail Magic. Inspired in
part by experiences on the Appalachian Trail and with Carolina Mountain Club volunteers, the
talk explores how participation, stewardship, and small acts of service help strengthen
communities.

Save the Date - Camporee 2026!
August 7-9, Appletree Group Campground, Nantahala Ranger District

Gather with other CMC members for a weekend of fun and fellowship at the Appletree
Campground (2425 Junaluska Rd., Topton, NC. We will have a large group site reserved with
a fire pit, covered pavilion, running water (flush toilets) and a bathhouse (warm showers!) If
you'd like to join us but aren't quite up to camping, there are several cabin/Airbnb options in
the area, as well as a few hotels in nearby Andrews (about 20 minutes away).

We plan to offer a variety of hikes (and lengths) on Saturday and Sunday along the Bartram
Trail (which runs through the campground) and nearby Appalachian Trail.

The cost of the Camporee is $10/person to offset the cost of the group site (regardless of
how many nights you plan to camp). To reserve your spot or if you can lead a hike,
please contact Jeff Wilcox at 828-989-8755 or jwilcox@unca.edu.



https://carolinamtnclub.org/eventform.cfm?eventid=35
https://carolinamtnclub.org/eventform.cfm?eventid=35
https://www.pbs.org/video/a-life-reimagined-the-george-masa-story-a9p8gQ/
https://youtu.be/auNLnHGmY4M?si=n2WGYrWbHE8kL2lF
mailto:jwilcox@unca.edu

Save the Dates

Saturday, September 19th - Maintainers Picnic
Saturday, November 14th - Annual Meeting and Dinner

Quarterly Workdays

Saturday, August 15th - TBD
Saturday, September 26th - National Public Lands Day

Remote Overnight Crews

June 27/28 - Shining Rock Wilderness
October 10/11 - Appalachian Trial

Volunteer Opportunities

The Club is currently seeking both section maintainers and members for our
weekly trail crews.

Section Maintainers "adopt" a portion of trail and are responsible for tasks such
as quarterly walk-throughs, routine maintenance (including tread work, trimming,
and clearing water diversions), and reporting any downed trees or other trail
obstructions.

Weekly crew members join scheduled group outings to help with a variety of trail
maintenance projects. It's a great way to learn trail skills, meet other volunteers,
and make a meaningful impact.

Like to join a weekly crew or become a section maintainer? Like more
information? Click the Volunteer link below.

TS T SIS

Carolina Mountain Club is the oldest and largest hiking and trail maintenance organization in the
Southeastern United States. As a member-run volunteer organization, we embody the spirit of
community and shared passion for the outdoors, welcoming everyone who wishes to participate in
its activities.

Leading over 200 hikes per year, the club maintains more than 440 miles of trails in Western North
Carolina, including 94 miles of the Appalachian Trail and 150 miles of the Mountains-to-Sea Trail.
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Questions or feedback on the CMC eNewsletter and content can be directed to David Huff at
communications @carolinamountainclub.org
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